Amendments to the Claims: 

Please cancel claims 26 and 27 without prejudice or disclaimer of the subject 
matter contained therein. 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims : 

Claim 1 (canceled) 

2. (currently amended) An energy service business system comprising 
a database which stores past data about an energy consumption of at least 
one of a production facility aod/Gf-aridLa utility facility utilizing cold or warm heat 
energy before taking energy-saving measures by installing energy-saving 
equipment; 

measuring means which measures present data of the energy consumption of 
the at least one of the production aRd/Gf-arid_utility facility after taking the energy- 
saving measures; and 

calculating means which calculates energy curtailment quantities of the at 
least one of the production af^d/e< ^and utility facility before and after taking the 
energy-saving measures by installing the energy-saving equipment ; 

wherein said past data in said database are stored in a form correlated with 
data of temperature and humidity of atmosphere as a variable characteristic of the 
energy consumption of the at least one of the production aftd/of -and utility facility 
before taking the energy-saving measures; 

wherein said measuring means measures said present data of the energy 
consumption oLthe at least one of the production afid/©^-and_utility facility after taking 
the energy-saving measures together with temperature and humidity data; and 
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wherein said calculating means retrieves said past data having temperature 
and humidity data within a set allowable range corresponding to said measured 
present data having the temperature and humidity data for the at least one of the 
production aftd/of -and utility facility, and calculates the energy curtailment quantities 
by comparing said retrieved past data having temperature and humidity data and 
said measured present data having the temperature and humidity data. 

3. (previously presented) An energy service business system according to 
claim 2, wherein said calculating means retrieves a plurality of said past data 
corresponding to a plurality of the temperature and humidity data approximating said 
measured temperature and humidity data; performing calculation for estimating past 
data corresponding to said measured temperature and humidity data from said 
plurality of past data; and calculates the energy curtailment quantities by comparing 
the thus calculated past estimated data and said measured present data. 

Claim 4 (canceled) 

5. (previously presented) An energy service business system according to 
claim 2, wherein said calculating means calculates the amount of curtailment of the 
energy costs on the basis of said energy curtailment quantity, and issues a bill 
demanding payment of an amount obtained by multiplying said amount of 
curtailment by a predetermined ratio. 

6. (currently amended) An energy service business system according to 
claim 5, wherein said ratio is determined with reference to-the operating hours or the 
operating rate of the at least one of the production aRd/of -and utility facility. 

7. (previously presented) An energy service business system according to 
claim 6, where: 
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when the total amount of the fixed costs such as depreciation and tax and 
tariffs for a single fiscal year for taking energy-saving measures and the variable 
costs such as maintenance cost of energy-saving equipment is Q. the annual 
amount of curtailment of energy costs is P, and a and p are positive coefficients 
(where a > (3), said energy service enterprise receives: 

X1 % of the curtailment amount of energy costs when P > oQ; 

X2% of the curtailment amount of energy costs when |3Q < P < oQ (where, X1 
< X2); and 

a predetermined amount when P < pQ. 

8. (currently amended) An energy service business method comprising 
the steps of measuring and storing in a database enerqv consumption data of at 
least one of a production and utilitv facility utilizing cold or warm heat enerqv before 
installation of energv-saving equipment for supplying cold or warm heat energy, 
together with temperature and humidity data of atmosphere as a variable 
characteristic of the energy consumption of the at least one of the production and 
utility facility: installing ao-energy-saving equipment for supplying cold or warm heat 
energy to a- the at least one of the production and/of-arid_utility facility with an 
installation cost thereof paid by an energy service enterprise; measuring data of an 
energy consumption of the at least one of the production and/©f-and_utility facility 
after installation of said energy-saving equipment in the at least one of the 
production and/oi ^and utility facilit y, together with temperature and humidity data ; 
determining a difference of a resultant measured value from the energy consumption 
data of the at least one of the production aB4/o ^and utility facility before and after 
installation of said energy-saving equipmen t pr e v i ous l y stored i n a databa se; 
calculating an amount of curtailment of the energy costs on the basis of the thus 
determined difference by comparing said measured energy consumption data having 
the temperature and humidity data with the stored energy consumption data before 
installation of said energy-saving eguioment with which said temperature and 



4 



humidity data agree within a set allowable range : and a ll ow i ng said energy service 
enterprise to oo lie ct collecting said installation cost from said amount of curtailment^ 
and furth e r compr isi ng th e s t e p s of s tor i ng sai d e n e rgy consumpt i on data of th e 
product i on and/or ut i l i ty faci l ity b e for e insta l lation e n e rgy -s av i ng e qu i pm e nt in sa i d 
databas e , tog e th e r w i th t e mp e ratur e and hum i d i ty data of atmosph e r e as a var i able 
char a ct o r i stic of th e e n e rgy con s umpt i on of th e production and/or ut ili ty fac ili ty; a nd 
m e asur i ng tho onorgy consumpt i on data of th e product i on and/or uti li ty faci li ty 
i nc l uding tho onorgy saving equ i pm e nt aft e r i nsta ll at i on of sa i d e n e rgy - sav i ng 
e qu i pm e nt, tog e th e r w i th th e t e mp e ratur e and hum i d i ty data; wh e r ei n th e amount of 
curta il ment of e n e rgy costs i s calcu l at e d by comparing said m e a s ur e d e n e rgy 
consumpt i on data hav i ng tho tomporature and hum i dity data with th e stor e d e n e rgy 
con s umpt i on d a ta b e for e i nsta l lation of said energy sav i ng e qu i pm e nt with wh i ch 
sa i d t e mperatur e and humidity data agroo w i thin a s e t a ll owabl e rang e. 

Claim 9 (canceled) 

10. (currently amended) An energy service business method comprising 
the steps of applying energy-saving measures to at least one of a production facility 
aftd/Gf-and_utility facility utilizing cold or warm heat energy by installing energy- 
saving equipment for supplvina cold or warm heat energy w ith the cost thereof paid 
by an energy service enterprise; measuring data of an energy consumption of the at 
least one of the production and/of -and utility facility before and after taking the 
energy-saving measures including storing said energy consumption data of the at 
least one of the production and utility facility before taking energy-saving measures 
in a database, together with temperature and humidity data of atmosphere as a 
variable characteristic of the energy consumption of the at least one of the 
production and utility facility, and measuring the energy consumption data after 
taking said energy-saving measures by installing the energy-saving eguipment for 
supplying the cold or warm heat energy to the at least one of the production and 
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utility facility, together with said temperature and humidity data : calculating an 
amount of curtailment of energy costs by comparing the thus measured value with 
the energy consumption data before taking the energy-saying measures previously 
stored in a- said database by comparing said measured energy consumption data 
having the temperature and humidity data with the stored energy consumption data 
before taking said energy-saving measures with which the temperature and humidity 
data agree within a set allowable range : and al l ow i ng said energy service enterprise 
to r e c e iv e receiving at least a part of said amount of curtailment : and furth e r 
compr i s i ng th e s t e ps of s tor i ng s ai d e n e rgy consumpt i on data of th e production 
and/or ut ili ty fac ili ty boforo tak i ng e nergy sav i ng m e asur e s i n said databas e , tog e th e r 
w i th t e mp e ratur e and humidity data of atmosph e r e as a var i ab le charact e ristic of th e 
e n e rgy consumption of th e product i on and/or uti li ty fac ili ty; and m e asur i ng th e 
onorgy consumption data aft e r tak i ng said e n e rgy - saving measur e s by i nstal li ng th e 
e n e rgy - sav i ng equipment for supply i ng th e co l d or warm h e at e n e rgy to th e 
product i on and/or ut i l i ty fac i lity , togeth e r w i th sa i d t e mp e ratur e and hum i d i ty data; 
wh e r ei n the amount of curtai l m e nt of e n e rgy costs i s ca l cu l ated by compar i ng said 
moacurod onorgy consumpt i on data hav i ng th e t e mp e ratur e and humidity data w i th 
th e s tor e d e n e rgy consumption data b e for e taking s a i d en e rgy -s aving m e asur e s with 
wh i ch th e t e mp e raturo and hum i dity data agr ee w i th i n a s e t al l owab le rang e. 

Claim 11 (canceled) 

12. (currently amended) An energy service business method according to 
claim 10, wherein said amount received by the energy service enterprise is 
determined with reference to the operating hours or the operating rate of the at least 
one of the production af>d/0f-and_utility facility. 

13. (previously presented) An energy service business method according 
to claim 10, wherein, when the quantity of energy curtailment is smaller than a 
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predetermined reference value, said energy service enterprise performs 
maintenance or improvement without compensation of the equipment to which the 
energy-saving measures are applied so as to satisfy the reference value. 

14. (previously presented) An energy service business method according 
to claim 10, wherein: 

when the total amount of the fixed costs such as depreciation and tax and 
tariffs for a single fiscal year for taking energy-saving measures and the variable 
costs such as maintenance cost of energy-saving equipment is Q, the annual 
amount of curtailment of energy costs is P, and a and (3 are positive coefficients 
(where a > p), said energy service enterprise receives: 

XI % of the curtailment amount of energy costs when P > aQ; 

X2% of the curtailment amount of energy costs when pQ ^ P < aQ (where, XI 
< X2); and 

a predetermined amount when P < PQ. 

15. (original) An energy service business method according to claim 14, 
wherein said X2 is calculated by the following formula: 

X2 = XI + (a - P/Q)(100 - X1)/(a - p). 

Claim 16 (canceled) 

17. (currently amended) An energy service business method comprising 
the steps of drafting energy-saving measures by an energy service enterprise or a 
related organization thereof; assuring, under at least one set condition of at least one 
oLa production facility and/or and a utility facility utilizing cold or warm heat energy, a 
quantity of curtailment of energy consumption available when taking energy-saving 
measures in accordance with the thus drafted measures; measuring data of an 
energy consumption of the at least one of the production aftdM< ^and utility facility 
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before and after taking the energy-saving measures by installing energy-saving 
equipment for supplying the cold or warm heat energy in the at least one of the 
production and/or and utility facilit y including storing said energy consumption data 
before taking the energy-saving measures in a database, together with temperature 
and humidity data of atmosphere as a variable characteristic of the energy 
consumption data of the at least one of the production and utility facility, and 
measuring the energy consumption data of the at least one of the production and 
utility facility after installing of the energy saving eouipment, together with the 
temperature and humidity data ; calculating an amount of curtailment of energy costs 
by comparing the thus measured value with data of an energy consumption of the at 
the at least one of the p roduction af^d/op -and utility facility before taking the energy- 
saving measures previously stored in a- said database by comparing said measured 
energy consumption of the at least one of the production and utility facility having the 
temperature and humidity data with the stored energy consumption data before 
taking said energy-saving measures with which the temperature and humidity data 
agree within a set allowable range , and periodically confirming the assured quantity 
of curtailment ; and furth e r comprising th e stops of stor i ng said en e rgy consumpt i on 
d a ta b e for e taking th e energy saving measur e s in said databas e , tog e th e r with 
t e mp e ratur e and hum i d i ty data of atmospher e as a variab le character i st i c of th e 
onorgy consumption data of the product i on and/or uti l ity fac il ity; m e asuring th e 
onorgy con s umption data of th e production and/or ut i l i ty facility aft e r insta lli ng of th e 
onorgy saving e quipm e nt for supplying tho cold or warm h e at e n e rgy as sa i d e n e rgy - 
sav i ng m e asur e s, togothor w i th tho temperatur e and hum i d i ty data; and compar i ng 
said m e asur e d e n e rgy consumpt i on data of th e product i on and/or util i ty fac ili ty 
having tho tomporaturo and hum i dity data with th e stor e d e nergy consumpt i on data 
befor e tak i ng sa i d en e rgy sav i ng m e asur e s w i th wh i ch tho t e mp e rature and hum i dity 
data agr ee with i n a s e t a l l owab l e range . 

Claim 18 (canceled) 
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1 9. (currently amended) An energy service business metliod according to 
claim 17. wherein said at least one set condition includes conditions determined as 
to variable factors having an effect on curtailment of the energy consumption such as 
the operating rate or operating hours of the at least one of the production and/or and 
utility facility. 

20. (previously presented) An energy service business method according 
to claim 19. wherein said at least one set condition has an allowable range. 

21 . (previously presented) An energy service business method according 
to claim 17, wherein said energy service enterprise receives a compensation in an 
amount corresponding to the quantity of energy curtailment in excess of an assured 
value of at least one of a reward for assuring a quantity of energy curtailment and a 
cost to be appropriated for maintenance and improvement. 

22. (currently amended) An energy service business method according to 
claim 21 , wherein the amount received by said energy service enterprise is 
determined with reference to the operating hours or the operating rate of the at least 
one of the production af^d/of-arid_utiIity facility. 

23. (previously presented) An energy service business method according 
to claim 21 . wherein, when the quantity of energy curtailment is under a 
predetermined reference value, said energy service enterprise performs at least one 
of maintenance and improvement of an equipment subjected to energy-saving 
measures without compensation so as to satisfy the reference value. 

Claims 24 and 25 (canceled) 
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Claims 26 and 27 (canceled) 

28. (currently amended)An energy service business system, comprising a 
database which stores past data about an energy consumption of at least one of a 
production facility and/or and a utility facility utilizing cold or warm heat energy before 
taking energy-saving measures; 

measuring means which measures a present data of the energy-consumption 
of said at least one of said production and/or and utilitv facility after taking energy- 
saving measures; and 

calculating means which calculates an energy curtailment quantities of said at 
least one of said p roduction and/&< ^and utilitv facility before and after taking the 
energy-saving measures; 

wherein said past data in said database are stored in a form correlated with 
temperature and humidity of atmosphere and production quantity as a variable 
characteristic of the energy-consumption of said at least one of said production 
facility and/or and said utility facility; 

said measuring means measures said present data of said at least one of said 
production aB4fof -and utilitv facility after installation of an energy-saving equipment 
for supplying said cold or said warm heat energy thereto as said energy-saving 
measures, together with said temperature, said humidity and said production 
quantity; and 

said calculating means retrieves said past data with which said temperature, 
said humidity and said production quantity agree within a set allowable range 
corresponding to said measured temperature, humidity and production quantity, and 
calculates the energy curtailment quantities by comparing said retrieved past data 
and said present data. 
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29. (previously presented) An energy service business system according to 
claim 28. wherein said calculating means retrieves a plurality of said past data 
corresponding to temperature, humidity and a production quantity approximating said 
measured temperature, humidity and production quantity; performs calculation for 
estimating past data corresponding to said measured temperature, humidity and 
production quantity from said plurality of past data; and calculates the energy 
curtailment quantities by comparing the thus calculated past estimated data and said 
present data. 
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